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The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

September 1, 2011

Dear Governor Andrew M. Cuomo:


We, the undersigned, are writing to express our support for the development of offshore wind technology in New York State.  We unreservedly agree with and support the position you articulated in your Power NY policy paper, where you stated:

“…if these projects [offshore wind] can be delivered at a cost that has only a minimal impact on total energy costs, building these projects will serve to hedge against unforeseen future increases in fossil fuel prices, create significant economic development opportunities and serve as a strong endorsement of New York’s commitment to environmental quality and the new energy economy.”

Recent trends suggest the latest generation of offshore wind farms can meet this cost standard with larger and more efficient turbines installed in larger sized projects that are in windier waters further offshore. The benefits from these utility-scale renewable energy projects will be many, both for the residents of New York City who will be served by these clean generating plants and the other residents of New York State as well:

· Environmental


Energy from the wind farm will reduce SOx, NOx, particulate matter, and CO2 emissions from fossil-fired power plants, resulting in local air quality improvements and substantial greenhouse gas reductions.

· Economic

Green job creation throughout both the construction and 20-year operation of these GW-scale generating facilities, along with establishment of ancillary supply-chain companies (e.g., component assembly and repair, vessel and maritime services), could mean several thousands of new jobs in the region.  The addition of substantial new sources of fixed-priced power will provide a valuable long-term hedge against volatility in fossil fuel prices.


· Clean Energy and Climate Change Goals



Achieving regional equity in the state’s clean energy programs can be furthered through a companion program for offshore wind energy.  Offshore wind can deliver power into the part of the state where electricity prices are the highest, ambient air quality is the lowest, and demand continues to grow.  A competitively awarded Power Purchase Agreement for offshore wind would help diversify New York’s clean energy portfolio.

Offshore wind is the only renewable energy option that can be built at a large-scale in the New York City and Long Island regions; while onshore wind and solar projects can add to the mix, they are unlikely to be developed at a very large scale in the congested metropolitan New York area.  Offshore wind projects can be located nearby (just 15-30 miles south of New York City and Long Island) and built to gigawatt-scale, tapping into the region’s strongest wind resource, and delivering energy into a critical load pocket.


The time to act is now: the US Department of the Interior, which has primary authority over leasing and permitting activities in waters three miles or more from shore, intends to initiate the leasing and permitting process for offshore wind for the waters surrounding New York City in early 2012 as part of the Obama Administration’s “Smart from the Start” offshore wind initiative.  While New York was the first state to study offshore wind, we have fallen behind many other states, including New Jersey, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Delaware, and Virginia, to incorporate this renewable energy source into our supply mix.  

New York State should seize this opportunity to reassert itself as a leader in offshore wind development. We call on you to charge the appropriate state agencies, along with NYPA and Con Edison, to conduct a competitive solicitation to award a power contract to a privately financed, utility-scale offshore wind project off the coast of New York City.  If the winning project can meet the minimal cost impact standard you have established, then the State should endorse and move forward with the project.


Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  We look forward to working with you on advancing offshore wind development in New York State.

Sincerely,

Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi 

Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas

Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther
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Assemblyman Alan Maisel

Assemblyman Matthew Titone

Assemblyman Brian Kavanaugh

Assemblywoman Naomi Rivera

Assemblyman George Amedore

Assemblywoman Linda Rosenthal 
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Assemblyman Guillermo Linares
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Assemblyman Rory Lancman 
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Assemblyman Micah Kellner
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� These Atlantic Ocean wind farms can also tap into afternoon sea breezes, resulting in yet another benefit compared to onshore wind--a much higher “peak load coincidence” during the key summer months when energy usage and energy prices are the highest. 








