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The House Energy and Commerce 
“Committee from Koch”

The House Energy and Commerce Committee plans to hold a hearing Wednesday to 
discuss blocking the Environmental Protection Agency’s ability to reduce carbon diox-
ide pollution.  We can expect the same old half-truths, misstatements, and outright lies 
from the new majority, with an extra dose of special interest pandering. 

The reality, however, is that the draft legislation to stop EPA from setting pollution safe-
guards, proposed by Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI), Subcommittee Chair Ed Whitfield 
(R-KY), and Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK) is nothing less than an attempt to give big pollut-
ers free rein to dirty the air we breathe and the water we drink. This proposed lan-
guage—which was hatched at a secret meeting between the bill’s sponsors and other 
energy-related trade lobbyists—would protect corporate polluters and their profits 
at the expense of public health. But a deeper look into the panel members’ campaign 
money and political ties reveals that their efforts to shield polluters from regulation 
should really come as no surprise.

The Koch brothers contributed over a quarter of a million dollars to House 
Energy and Commerce Committee panel members in 2010

•	 The Koch brothers and their employees are the biggest oil and gas donors to law-
makers sitting on the House Energy and Commerce Committee. They contributed 
$279,500 to 22 of the committee’s 31 Republicans and $32,000 to five Democrats.

•	 Nine of the 12 new Republicans on the panel signed the Koch-funded Americans for 
Prosperity “No Climate Tax” pledge that opposed any government action to reduce 
carbon dioxide pollution.

•	 Koch front-group Americans for Prosperity spent over $200,000 on ads to help key 
Energy and Commerce Committee members in the 2010 elections. Five of the six 
GOP freshman lawmakers on the panel benefited from the group’s separate advertis-
ing and grassroots activity during the 2010 campaign.

•	 Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI) received 
$20,000 from Koch employees in 2010, making them among his top 10 donors.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/02/07/AR2011020700022_pf.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0211/49034.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0211/49034.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-koch-brothers-20110206,0,1681069.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-koch-brothers-20110206,0,1681069.story
http://wonkroom.thinkprogress.org/gop-senate-deniers/
http://query.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/fecimg/?C30001051
http://lat.ms/hN35gw
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•	 Koch operatives met with Rep. Upton on the first day of the 112th Congress to 
discuss gutting the Clean Air Act by handcuffing the EPA.

•	 Koch Industries, the private company of the billionaire Koch brothers, is one of the 
primary sources of carbon pollution in the United States. 

•	 According to the EPA, Koch Industries is responsible for more than 300 oil spills in 
the United States and has leaked 3 million gallons of crude oil into fisheries and drink-
ing waters.  They were fined a record $35 million dollars and an additional $8 million 
in Minnesota for discharging into streams.

The committee is stacking the witness stand with big polluters and their allies

•	 National Black Chamber of Commerce president Harry Alford has received $425,000 
from ExxonMobil since 1998.

•	 Margo Thorning is the vice president and chief economist for the American Council 
for Capital Formation, or ACCF. ACCF has received $215,000 from Koch founda-
tions and nearly $1.7 million from ExxonMobil.

•	 Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott’s 2010 campaign was heavily funded by some 
of Texas’s largest industries, with most coming from people connected to oil and gas 
interest. A vocal climate-denier, Abbott sued the Obama administration to end an 
offshore oil-drilling moratorium instituted following the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, 
and has taken the federal EPA to court three times in the past year.

•	 Lonnie Carter is president of Santee Cooper, the largest single mercury polluter in 
South Carolina.  

•	 Steve Cousins is vice president of Lion Oil, which ranks 27 on the list of top 100 
facilities releasing chemicals such as nitrous oxides, sulfur dioxide, particulate matter, 
carbon monoxide, and benzene into the environment.

•	 Peter Glaser of Troutman Sanders LLP works with the Washington Legal Foundation, 
which has received $325,000 from ExxonMobil since 1998.

•	 Fred Harnack represents the U.S. Steel Corporation, which ranks 19th on the 2010 
Political Economy Research Institute Toxic 100 Air Polluters list. 

•	 James Pearce is the environmental general manager for FMC Corp., which had to pay 
the largest civil penalty ever obtained under the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act for repeatedly violating the hazardous waste law at its phosphorus production 
facility in Pocatello, Idaho.

http://thinkprogress.org/2011/02/07/upton-boehner-koch/
http://wonkroom.thinkprogress.org/tag/koch
http://wonkroom.thinkprogress.org/2011/01/30/koch-carbon-footprint/
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/016bcfb1deb9fecd85256aca005d74df/981d17e5ab07246f8525686500621079?OpenDocument
http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Koch_Industries
http://www.exxonsecrets.org/html/orgfactsheet.php?id=113
http://www.exxonsecrets.org/html/orgfactsheet.php?id=113
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/en/campaigns/global-warming-and-energy/polluterwatch/koch-industries/american-council-on-capital-fo/
http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/en/campaigns/global-warming-and-energy/polluterwatch/koch-industries/american-council-on-capital-fo/
http://www.exxonsecrets.org/html/orgfactsheet.php?id=77
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/state-politics/20100917-Texas-attorney-general-race-donations-raise-5630.ece
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/politics/state-politics/20100917-Texas-attorney-general-race-donations-raise-5630.ece
http://wonkroom.thinkprogress.org/2010/02/17/texas-climatologist-v-denier-petition/
http://southcarolina.sierraclub.org/cathcart/articles.htm
http://scorecard.goodguide.com/ranking/rank-facilities.tcl?how_many=100&drop_down_name=Total+environmental+releases&fips_state_code=Entire+United+States&sic_2=29
http://scorecard.goodguide.com/ranking/rank-facilities.tcl?how_many=100&drop_down_name=Total+environmental+releases&fips_state_code=Entire+United+States&sic_2=29
http://www.exxonsecrets.org/html/orgfactsheet.php?id=69
http://www.peri.umass.edu/toxic_index/
http://www.peri.umass.edu/toxic_index/
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/dcfe5654cd78898e852572a000657b5b/9cfa49273c893f42852570cb0075e172!OpenDocument&Highlight=2,pesticide
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/dcfe5654cd78898e852572a000657b5b/9cfa49273c893f42852570cb0075e172!OpenDocument&Highlight=2,pesticide
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•	 Steve Rowlan is the environmental general manager at Nucor Corp., which is 24 on 
the 2010 Political Economy Research Institute Toxic 100 Air Polluters list.

•	 Self-proclaimed “climate-denier-in-chief ” Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK), and one of the 
draft legislation sponsors, will also testify at the hearing.

•	 Illinois Farm Bureau president Phillip Nelson has a history of attacking air and water 
safeguards, while supporting big polluting mega-farms.

Americans strongly support protecting our air and holding polluters accountable

•	 Seventy-seven percent of the public—including 61 percent of Republicans—oppose 
efforts in Congress to block Clean Air Act updates for carbon dioxide, smog, and 
other pollutants according to a recent National Resources Defense Council poll.

•	 Nearly two-thirds of Americans believe the EPA needs to do more to hold polluters 
accountable and protect our air and water.

•	 A recent USA Today/Gallup Poll showed that of the eight actions Congress could 
take this year, Americans most favor an energy bill that provides incentives for using 
alternative energy (83 percent). 

•	 The vast majority of Republicans—as well as a majority of Americans—oppose the 
Newt Gingrich plan to dismantle the EPA. More than 75 percent of the respondents 
oppose congressional efforts to limit the EPA’s authority to enforce the Clean Air Act

Public health professionals and business leaders oppose efforts to handcuff EPA

•	 Since its founding the EPA’s standard setting and polluter accountability efforts 
have prevented  205,000 premature deaths, 843,000 asthma attacks, 18 million child 
respiratory illnesses, and more. 

•	 The economic benefits of the Clean Air Act rules outweighed the costs by more than 
20-to-1 in 2010. It will be nearly 30-to-1 by 2020, according to an Environmental 
Protection Agency analysis.

•	 Public health professionals from the American Lung Association to the Trust for 
America’s Health and the American Public Health Association oppose Rep. Upton’s bill.

•	 More than 60,000 small businesses sent a letter to the White House and Congress 
urging them to support the EPA’s ability to enforce the Clean Air Act.  

http://www.peri.umass.edu/toxic_index/
http://www.peri.umass.edu/toxic_index/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/01/09/us-usa-agriculture-idUSTRE7083CA20110109?feedType=RSS&feedName=environmentNews
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/01/09/us-usa-agriculture-idUSTRE7083CA20110109?feedType=RSS&feedName=environmentNews
http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=151547
http://switchboard.nrdc.org/blogs/paltman/2-2 ORC International EPA Survey Report.pdf
http://content.usatoday.com/communities/greenhouse/post/2011/02/americans-back-epa-solar-wind/1
http://thinkprogress.org/2011/01/25/newt-epa-abolish/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/02/07/idUS140003086120110207
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/02/07/idUS140003086120110207
http://www.epa.gov/40th/achieve.html
http://www.epa.gov/oar/sect812/aug10/summaryreport.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/oar/sect812/aug10/summaryreport.pdf
http://www.lungusa.org/press-room/press-releases/upton-clean-air-bill.html
http://healthyamericans.org/newsroom/releases/?releaseid=229
http://healthyamericans.org/newsroom/releases/?releaseid=229
http://www.apha.org/about/news/pressreleases/2011/upton+clean+air+act+bill.htm
http://www.americanbusinessforcleanenergy.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/CAA_Support_Letter.pdf

