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April 28, 2010

The Honorable Byron Dorgan The Honorable Peter Visclosky

Chairman, Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Chairman, House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Energy & Water Development Energy & Water Development

322 Hart Senate Office Building 2256 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator Dorgan and Representative Visclosky,

We the undersigned presidents of American university and college student government associations,
writing on behalf of more than one million students across the country, urge you to support the
Department of Energy’s “REgaining our ENERGY Science and Engineering Edge” (RE-ENERGYSE)
proposal and fully meet the FY2011 budget request for $55 million.

RE-ENERGYSE represents the nation’s first comprehensive federal program to support clean energy
education programs and train thousands of new energy scientists and engineers. We believe it is a
critical step toward creating new energy industries and jobs while regaining American leadership in the
global clean energy industry, which promises to be one of the largest new growth sectors.

The United States is rapidly falling behind in the burgeoning clean energy industry — especially in
comparison to China — and our educational system and workforce is not prepared to compete. The U.S.
energy industry could experience a 40 to 60 percent retirement rate over the next five years, and the
majority of our colleges lack degree programs focused on energy. For example, only 106 of the country’s
over 6,500 post-secondary institutions offer focused courses in renewable energy technology and
efficiency, of which only 24 are universities, according to the Interstate Renewable Energy Council.

The U.S. energy workforce deficit and education gap will significantly constrain the nation’s ability to
develop its clean energy industry, capture opportunities for growth, and accelerate clean energy
development at home and abroad. The federal government has started to address the need for green
technician training, but it has not implemented a higher education strategy to keep the U.S. at the leading
edge of energy science, technology, and entrepreneurship.

Fifty years ago, immediately after the Soviet Union launched Sputnik, the United States mobilized to lead
the space race and regain our scientific and technological competitiveness. Federal investment in higher
education was a cornerstone of our competitive strategy. The National Defense Education Act of 1958,
for example, trained thousands of young scientists and engineers who helped put a man on the moon and
develop the technologies that catapulted our world into the Information Age.

Today, the global clean energy race represents one of the greatest challenges and opportunities for
American leadership. If we do not implement a national strategy for energy leadership — including smart
investments like RE-ENERGYSE to develop highly skilled clean energy scientists and engineers — we will
miss a historic opportunity to strengthen our economy, create new jobs, improve our energy security and
lead the world in confronting climate change.

American students are ready and willing to rise to this national challenge, and we need the federal

government to support our education and training. We urge you to fully fund the RE-ENERGYSE
initiative for FY2011, and we thank you in advance for your support.
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Cc: Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy & Water Development

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy & Water Development

Sincerely,
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David Gobaud & Angelina Cardona, President 09-10 & President, Associated Students, Stanford University
Mike Lefevre, President, Student Government, Duke University

Jarrod Wolf, President, Student Government, University of Chicago

Jeff Nelson, President, Student Union, Washington University in St. Louis

Marc Perkins, President, Student Government Association, Johns Hopkins University

Will Smelko, President, Associated Students, University of California Berkeley

Adam Khan, President, Associated Students, California Institute of Technology

Rammy Salem, President, Student Body, Cornell University

Frances Vernon, President, Student Assembly, Dartmouth College

. Michael McGee, President, Associated Student Government, Northwestern University

. Clay Wertheimer, President, Undergraduate Council of Students, Brown University

. Wyatt Smith, President, Student Government, Vanderbilt University

. Patrick McAnaney, President, Student Association, Rice University

. Jarrett Dwight Adams, President, Student Body, Carnegie Mellon University

. Jasmin Jones, President, Student Body, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill

. Tyler Junger, Chairman, Associated Students of Madison, University of Wisconsin Madison
. Steven M. Glickman, President, Student Body, University of Maryland at College Park

. Brendan O’Kelly, President, Undergrad Student Government, Arizona State University

. Matthew Danna, President, Student Government, Rochester Institute of Technology

. Brandon J. Carroll, President, Student Government Association, Virginia Tech

. Jim Ceresnak, President, Student Government, North Carolina State University Raleigh

. Joe Chatham, President, Associated Students, University of California Davis

. Charlie Arreola, President, Associated Students of University of California Santa Barbara

. Paul Strain, President, Undergraduate Student Body, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

. Thomas M. Haggerty, President, Undergrad Student Government, University of Connecticut
. Andy MacCracken, President, Student Government, American University

. Matthew Fennell, President, Associated Students, University of Montana

. Antoine Perretta, President, Undergraduate Student Body, University of Denver

. Devraj Dasgupta, President, Student Government, George Mason University

. Thomas Higginbotham, Christine Thai, Daniel Ramos, Co-Presidents, Student Body, University of Colorado
. Justin Y. Puckett, President, Student Body, University of Northern Colorado

. Steven Titus, President, Associated Students Government of Colorado State University Pueblo
. Andrew Bateman, President, Student Government, Metropolitan State College of Denver

. Tim Lolli, President, Student Government Association, University of Cincinnati

. Nick Ferderer, President, Association Students, Washington State University Vancouver
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Matt Jarrell, President, Associated Students, Western Washington University

Juan Carmen, President, Associated Students, University of California at Merced

Ernesto Alvarado, President, Student Association, University at Buffalo New York

Tyrell Ma'ae, President, Associated Students of University of Hawaii at West Oahu

Peter J. SerVaas, President, Student Body, Indiana University at Bloomington

Jessica Flores, President, Student Government Association, Indiana University Northwest

Dustin Domangue, President, Student Body, University of Louisiana

Matt Tollefson, President, Student Body, South Dakota State University

Travis Flower; President, Student Government, Arkansas Tech University

Paul Kornacker, President, Student Government Association, University of Wisconsin Richland
Seth Taft, President, Student Government Association, University of Wisconsin Baraboo/Sauk County
Tim Suess, President, Student Association, University of Wisconsin Oshkosh

Katlyn Martin, President, Student Senate, University of Wisconsin Marshfield/Wood County

Kevin Smiley, President, Student Government Association, Western Kentucky University

Sundeep Mutgi, President, Undergraduate Student Body, Bowling Green State University

Gabriel Walker, President, Student Government Association, Virginia Commonwealth University
Jonathan Sanford, President, Student Body, Portland State University

Samuel Crow, President, Student Senate, Hanover College

Natalie Franklin, President, Associated Students, San Francisco State University

Beville Constantine, President, Associated Students, California State University Los Angeles
Jessica Maldonado, President, Associated Students, University of California Riverside

Richard Liu, President, Associated Students, California State Polytechnic University Pomona

Kelly Griggs, President, Associated Students, California State Polytechnic University San Luis Obispo
Diana Renee Heredia, President, Associated Students, California State University Stanislaus

Abel Pacheco Jr., President, Associated Students, California State University Northridge

Lindsay St. Hill, President, Associated Students, Diablo Valley College

Nik Rule & Melisa Wink, President & President-elect, Student Government, William Penn University
Xavier Chen, President, Student Government Association, Loyola University Chicago

Bryan Dietz, President, Student Government Association, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Josh Gillson, President, Student Association, University of Minnesota Duluth

Aaron C. Booth, President, Western Student Association, Western Michigan University

Benjamin Weemes, President, Student Government, Fresno Pacific University

Racquel A. Layne, President, Undergrad Student Government, University of the District of Columbia
Richard T. Portwood, President, Student Body, Utah Valley University

Justin Solomon, President, Student Body, University of Nebraska Lincoln

Joshua Laguerre, President, Student Community Government, Rhode Island College

Adam Amit, President, Student Association, Binghamton University

Andrew Antonio, President, Student Government Association, Washington College

Peter Friedrichs, President, Student Government Association, Connecticut College
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Brody Leven, President, Associated Students of Westminster College

Gabriel K. Papa, President, Associated Students, Whittier College

Chris Given, President, Student Association, Bard College

Molly Link, President, Student Government Association, lllinois North Central College
Kathryn Breisch, President, Student Senate, lllinois Wesleyan University

Jacob Berg, President, Associated Students of Casper College Wyoming

Scott A. Sherwood, President, Undergrad Student Government, Kent State University
Robert A. Powell I, President, Student Government Association, Prairie View A&M University
De’shawn Woolridge, President, Associated Students, Los Medanos College

Michael Spory, President, Student Government Association, Eastern Mennonite University
John Nguyen, President, Associated Student Government, Evergreen Valley College

Kevin McFarland, President, Associated Students, Seattle Pacific University

James Butler-Zetino, President, Associated Student Organization, Los Angeles City College
Alfred J. Lamere, President, Student Senate, Alfred State College

Jacob R. Fischer, President, Student Government Association, Colby College

Gabe Amo, President, Student Government Association, Wheaton College

Jonathan Bowers, President, Student Government Association, Olympic College

Sean C. Brachvogel, President, Student Body, Santa Clara University

Ryan Johnson, President, Student Government, Juniata College

lan Kratzke and Cory Mathieu, Co-Presidents, Student Government Association, Earlham College
Erik Howard George, President, Student Government Association, Concordia College

Ryan Bridges, President, Student Body, Sam Houston State University

Onyinye Edeh, President, Student Government Association, Agnes Scott College

Erin Lavender-Scott, President, Student Government Association, Hollins University

. T. Michael Fischer, President, Student Government Association, Johnson Bible College

100. Nelson Melendez, President, Student Government Association, Drew University
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1. Andrew Spaeth, President, Student Government Association, Bemidji State University

102. James Bleckley, President, Student Congress, Beloit College

103. Sara Sanders, Chair, Student Senate, Aquinas College

104. Daniel Gelwicks & Bridget Halligan, President & President-elect, Student Body, Villanova University

105. Kevin Schallert, President, Student Government, California State University Channel Islands

106. Grant Jones, President, Student Government Association, Augustana College

107. Kevin Everhart, President, Student Government Association, Alma College
108. Ahmed Mostafa, President, Associated Students, Foothill College

109. Jordan D. Willis, President, Student Government Association, Gordon College

110. Jeremy Christiansen, President, Student Congress, Grand Rapids Community College
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