VIA FACSIMILE

December 1, 2008

President-clect Barack Obama
Office of the President-elect
451 6th Street NW
Washington, DC 20004

Re: Scientist Support of Rail Grijalva for Secretary of the Interior
Dear President-elect Obama:

As you make appointments to your Cabinet, we, the undersigned conservation scientists,
encourage you to consider Congressman Raul Grijalva for Secretary of the Interior. The position
of Secretary of the Interior is critically important to ameliorating the eight years of
environmental damage done by the Bush administration and we believe that Congressman
Grijalva’s background and record show him to be a leader ready for this challenge.

Grijalva recently released 4 Report on the Bush Administration Assault on our National Parks,
Forests and Public Lands (A Partial List), which shows the breadth and depth of his passion
about conservation and public lands and reveals his experience as the Chairman of the House
Resources Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands. In this report he decries
that under the Bush administration, “science has been manipulated to enrich industry.” Most if
not all conservation scientists share this frustration, often based on personal experience, and look
forward to working with the agencies of the Department of the Interior under the direction of
someone who understands and values science.

Congressman Grijalva has experience that would prepare him to lead the full range of agencies
within the Department of the Interior. In addition to his chairmanship and work on public lands,
he has worked closely with Native American communities — his district includes seven
sovereign nations — and he has served on the Subcommittee on Insular Affairs. As a
Representative from the arid southwest he is intimately familiar with the responsibilities of the
Bureau of Reclamation.

The challenges facing the next Secretary of the Interior require a broad thinker who understands
how to protect and steward natural resources and lands in a changing climate under the pressure
for increased energy production. Congressman Grijalva has shown that he grasps the tradeofts
involved in such decisions. For example, he was a leading proponent of the Sonoran Desert
Conservation Plan, which protected the natural treasures of the desert environment while
allowing reasonable development. This approach has become a template for proactive land use
planning in other ecosystems.



We have read that there is pressure for you to appoint a person with a traditional sportsperson’s
background as the next Secretary of the Interior. But with the broad portfolio overseen by the
Department of the Interior, we believe that it is far more important today to have a Secretary who
understands ecosystem science and who is committed to science-based decisionmaking. It is not
that Congressman Grijalva does not understand the interests of sportspersons — rather he sees
them in a broad context. For example, he oversaw a study that linked oil and gas exploration to
loss of Western hunting habitat.

As individuals who are directly involved in conservation science and regularly interact with the
federal agencies within the Department of the Interior, we heartily endorse Raul Grijalva to be

appointed as its Secretary.

The affiliations listed below are provided for identification purposes only and do not indicate a
position on behalf of the institutions.
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