GOING GREEN

The Eco Vote.
A field guide to
the would-be
Presidents

BY JEFFREY KLUGER

THE MOST REMARKABLE THING ABOUT THE
environmental debates taking place in
this year’s presidential campaign is that
they’re occurring at all. Once the stuff of
a few hug-the-planet bromides in green
states like Vermont and Oregon, the envi-

ronment is one of the hot topics of the 2008
campaign. Yes, there are some candidates
who haven’t gotten the message (witness
Fred Thompson’s loopy joke that global
warming is taking place on Mars and Jupi-
ter too). But for voters shopping for a green
Prez,it’sall at once a buyer’s market. Here’s

how the Big Six candidates shape up.
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Conclusion So who’s the greenest in this red-blue scrum? For the op, it’s McCain. For the Dems, a toss-up.
But beyond the Big Six, there’s a surprise seventh: Bill Richardson. The New Mexico Guv sets higher targets than
the rest: a 90% cut in carbon by 2050; 50 m.p.g. by 2020. He would also slash oil imports 85% by 2025. Being a
second-tier candidate may free him to take chances. Among green voters, that’s a way to make it to the top tier. m
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